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“He called them, and immediately they left  

their boat and their father and followed Him.” 
- Matthew 4:22 

The Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand 
 

“… On those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has arisen.”  (Matthew 4:16) 
 

I can only imagine what this Gospel, played out in real time, must’ve looked like. Jesus, whose birth we 
celebrated just a few weeks ago, is now fulfilling more of the prophecies of old, preaching, and working 
miracles. To God’s holy people, Jesus was the long awaited Messiah—the One they were waiting for over 
thousands of years. To the Gentiles, a new light had arisen. According to St. Paul, this light which could 
not and will not be divided, will also overcome death. A light that will bring new life and hope to all    
peoples. We need only to repent and see the truth of His words:  “The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
 

Another fascinating story is that of Jesus calling his first disciples. Simon and Andrew, fishermen, hard at 
work, seem to leave absolutely everything, in a blink of an eye, at an invitation to be “catching men.”      
A very short time later, James and John, sons of Zebedee, follow suit, and “immediately” leave their boat 
and their father, and begin to follow Jesus. One can easily begin to wonder what they must’ve seen in 
Jesus. Was it something that sparkled in his eyes as he looked at them? Was it the loving, yet challenging, 
tone of his voice that moved their hearts to action? What was it? What would it be like for us, amid our 
jobs and daily lives, to see Jesus drawing close to us and to our families, looking at us, and inviting us into 
a deeper notion of following him? Because that’s what He’s doing. He’s calling you, me, and all of us 
into something greater.  
 

What if we weren’t too busy or afraid to hear or answer that call? What if we had great and joyful        
expectations that where the Lord will be taking us leads to greater understanding, proclamations, and 
healings of all kinds—as in the Gospel message this week? After all, Jesus goes on to say, “I will do   
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13). Now Simon 
(Peter), Andrew, James, and John here in this Gospel most certainly had no idea that this call of Jesus 
would ultimately lead to the cross. A cross that Jesus will conquer sin and death on. A cross that each of 
them must also carry and face. Yet, without this cross of victory, and all the smaller crosses connected to 
Him, would we have any reason to rejoice at all?   
 

Praise be to Jesus and let us thank Him, sincerely, for calling each of us to follow Him. That in Him, like 
the Psalmist this week, we may have the confidence to pray, “The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom should I fear?” (Psalm 27:1)  May we trust and believe that no matter how heavy or sad our  
crosses may come to be, even at the hour of our deaths, that Jesus is near—and His love for us endures 
forever.   
 

Have a wonderful week! 
 

-- Jake Burmis, Youth Minister 
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CALENDAR for the WEEK of JANUARY 22nd, 2023 
 

SUN. JAN. 22nd 
8:30am Mass  (Mass Intention: Parish) 
10:30am Mass  (Mass Intention: Jimmy Piche) 
MON. JAN. 23rd 
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration  (John Paul II Chapel) 
TUES. JAN. 24th 
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration  (John Paul II Chapel) 
5:30pm Confessions  (Confessionals) 
6:30pm Mass  (Mass Intention: Pope Francis)  
7:00pm Parish Council Meeting  (Fr. Jager Room) 
WED. JAN. 25th 
8:30am Confessions  (Confessionals)  
9:00am School Mass   
 (Mass Intention: Frank Schiefelbien) 
9:00am Mail-Out Bulletin Assembly  (Presentation Rm) 
5:00pm Bell Choir  (Church)  
6:00pm Student Choir  (School Classroom # 307) 
6:30pm Adult Choir  (Church) 
6:30pm Faith Formation Classes  (Classrooms) 
6:30pm  Confirmation Class  (PACE Center) 
THURS. JAN. 26th 
8:00am Mass  (Mass Intention: Persecuted Christians) 
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration  (John Paul II Chapel) 
8:30am Women’s Faith Sharing Group  (Fr. Jager Rm) 
10:30am Mass at Lake Minnetonka Shores 
 (Mass Intention: LMS Residents) 
6:30pm RCIA  (Fireside Room) 
FRI. JAN. 27th 
8:00am Mass  (Mass Intention: OLL School) 
SAT. JAN. 28th 
3:45pm Confessions  (Confessionals)  
5:00pm Mass  (Mass Intention: Mary Brenny) 
SUN. JAN. 29th 
8:00am Catholic School’s Week Kick-Off All You Can 
 Eat Breakfast  (Presentation Room) 
8:30am Mass  (Mass Intention: Parish) 
10:30am Mass  (Mass Intention: Stephen Clark) 
11:30am All School Open House  (School) 

     Eucharistic Adoration  
      can be a powerfully  
  transforming experience!  
 

Through our prayer before  
the Blessed Sacrament, we come 

to an inner quiet and deeper 
awareness of the Body of Christ  

present within ourselves and in one another. 
Eucharistic adoration is scheduled at Our  

Lady of the Lake Parish on Mondays,  
Tuesdays, Thursdays and First Fridays  

from 8:30am - 6:00pm in the John Paul II 
Chapel. You can sign-up for a time slot on  

our Adoration website 
(ourlady.weadorehim.com/en/schedule)  

or contact Carla at (952) 472-8204 or 
clabore@ourladyofthelake.com. 

Council of  
Catholic Women  

 

Hello Ladies! It’s time to 
mark your calendar for our 
next Meeting! February  
brings us back together as we meet on  
Tuesday, February 7th, in the Presentation 
Room, after the 6:30pm Mass. We would 
love to see one and all at the Meeting! No 
need to RSVP and no worries if this is your 
first meeting! Come and enjoy some social 
time, light refreshments, and witness what 
we do in the CCW! Invite a friend and come 
join us!  We hope to see you there!  
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Eucharistic Adoration 
Inclement Weather  

Closure Policy 
 

School Days: 
If the Westonka School 
District is Closed, then  

Adoration is  
automatically closed  

for the day. 
 

Non-School Days: 
(Christmas Break, Spring 
Break, etc.) Please call  

the Church Office  
at (952) 472-1284  

for updates.  

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE SCHOOL 
 

ALL School Open House  •  January 29th, 2023  •  Following 10:30am Mass 
 

  Join us for the Knights of Columbus All You Can Eat Breakfast  
to kick off Catholic Schools Week and explore our School with activities  
and entertainment. Learn more about how our faith-based curriculum  

provides a foundation of love, leadership, service and respect.  
Our small class sizes ensure that each and every child  

is known and is successful.  
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 MASS SCHEDULE      Weekends   Saturday:  5:00pm  •  Sunday:  8:30am & 10:30am  
 Our Sunday 10:30am Mass is recorded and can be viewed on our website at ourladyofthelake.com.  
 To view, click on the link which lists the date of the Mass or you can click on the link to the OLL YouTube Channel.  
 

 Weekdays   Tuesday: 6:30pm  •  Wednesday: 9:00am (with School)  •  Thursday: 8:00am  •  Friday: 8:00am 
 

 CONFESSIONS  Tuesdays: 5:30 - 6:20pm, Wednesdays:  8:30 - 8:50am, Saturdays: 3:45 - 4:45pm,  
                and by appointment. 
 

 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays & First Fridays in the St. John Paul II Chapel   
 from 8:30am - 6:00pm. Join us for this rewarding experience! 

 

Catholic Calendars for 2023 are available by the church entrances.  
Please feel free to take one home with you!  

Special thanks to Huber Funeral Home for their kind sponsorship of the calendar.  

 

Discipleship … Faith In Action  
 

“He called them, and immediately they left their  
boat and their father and followed Him.” 

- Matthew 4:22 
 

Just as Jesus called the first apostles, He calls each of us to follow Him, 
too. Not everyone is called to leave their business or family behind,  
but we are expected to put God first in everything. In gratitude to God, 
we should give our first and best of everything to Him: our time in daily 
prayer, our talent in participating in one of our parish ministries, and  
our treasure to support the financial needs of our parish mission.           
   

 

 

     Actuals        Requirements 
 

 July 1, 2022 to present           $542,512  $579,695 
 

Donate now! 
Thank you for  

your generosity! 

To donate on-line, visit www.ourladyofthelake.com/online-giving/  

We pray for those in need. Please keep the following individuals in your prayers: 
Chris A., Russell Barger, Bob Dykoski, Bill Greenwood, Mike Schulz, Pauline Thorson 

 

We pray for those in the Military:  Travis B., Myra B., Nicholas J., Lucas M., Nicholas R., Darrel V. 

 

Aim Higher Foundation Visiting OLL on Sunday, January 22, 2023 
 

We are pleased to announce the Aim Higher Foundation is providing 19 Our Lady of the Lake students with 
scholarships for the 2022-23 school year! 
 

The Aim Higher Foundation is committed to helping all children, regardless of their background, access the 
life-changing benefits of a Catholic education. Each year, the foundation provides $1,000 scholarships to 
more than 2,100 children to help offset the cost of a Catholic school tuition. Since 2011, the Aim Higher 
Foundation has awarded more than 10,000 scholarships to students at every Catholic school in the Twin 
Cities metro area. Visit aimhigherfoundation.org to learn more. 
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Please support our advertisers. Because of them, the printing of the bulletin is possible. This week we feature: 

Asian Bistro 
Best Asian Food in Town 

DINE-IN / TAKE OUT / CATERING 
 

Daily Lunch Thru 3:30 

952-471-2625 
Next to MGM Liquor 

 

BERGERSON-CASWELL 
Residential • Commercial • Environmental 

Well Drilling, Well Sealing, Pump Repair, Water Testing & 
Conditioning, Geothermal, Sprinkler Systems 

• 24 Hour Emergency Service • 
763 - 479-3121 

Parish Phone Number   (952) 472-1284 
Pastor, Fr. Peter Richards          (952) 472-1284 ext. 8207 
Parish Administrator, Rhonda Eurich   (952) 472-8201 
Church Secretary, Dana Barrett       (952) 472-8200 
Administrative Assistant, Kathy Hayes (952) 472-8206 
Communications Director, Anna Schmidt    (952) 472-8209 
Pastoral Minister & Adult Education,  
   Carla LaBore  (952) 472-8204 
Faith Formation Coordinator, Molly Jones (952) 472-8202 
Youth Minister, Jake Burmis   (952) 472-8210 
Music Director, Scott Stivers   (952) 472-8211 
Westonka Food Shelf Director,  
  Michelle Bottenfield   (952) 472-5599 
 

School Phone Number   (952) 472-8228 
School Principal, Becky Kennedy  (952) 472-8229 
Administrative Assistant, Carol Franck (952) 472-8251 
Director of Fundraising, Amanda Young (952) 472-8208 
Advancement Director, Amanda Moodie (952) 472-8250  
 

Church Staff e-mails are first letter of first name, followed by last name @ourladyofthelake.com   
School Staff e-mails are first letter of first name, followed by last name @schoololl.com  

  Church Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday: 8:00am - 4:00pm  
  Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm 
 

  School Office Hours 
  Monday - Friday: 7:45am - 3:45pm 

  Marriage: To confirm a wedding, please  
  contact Fr. Peter at least 8 months  
  before planning to marry. 
 

  Baptism: Please contact Carla LaBore    
  for baptismal information at  
  (952) 472-8204.  

Church Fax:  (952) 843-5667  
 

School Fax:  (952) 843-5693 


