
  

  

Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church 
2385 Commerce Blvd. ♦ Mound, MN 
(952) 472-1284 ♦ ourladyofthelake.com 

Fr. Peter Richards, 
Pastor   

December 4th,  2022 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

“Therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit  

will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
- Matthew 3:10 

 

“But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1) 
 

This passage prophecies the coming Messiah. “Jesse” is King David’s father.  
There was only a “stump” left of the Davidic empire after the Babylonian Empire  
from which will come the Messiah.  
 

Today’s passage follows from last week with the imagery of the garden of Eden.  
There will be a new creation (a new Jerusalem), a conversion of the whole world,  
which will eventually follow from the Messiah.  
 

One of the Catholic traditions that has “stemmed” (pun intended) from this passage is the “Jesse Tree”   
(OLL has our own “Jesse Neve Giving Tree.” No less of a great tradition, just different). To be honest, this 
isn’t something that I grew up with. I only learned of it after about five years of priesthood.  
 

The ones I’ve seen have a calendar with scenes from the nativity which you can pull back. Underneath the 
scene is one of the many prophecies of the coming of Jesus Christ, including the one in the title. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the only religious founder and leader whose coming was foretold. This lovely tradition can 
give us the approach that the Season of Advent is offering to us.  
 

The Church desires us to put ourselves in the “shoes” of the first century Jew. The Jews of that time had 
been waiting since the end of the Babylonian exile – over 500 years – for the coming of the Messiah and 
now they heard John the Baptist (JB). They knew what JB was doing, which is why he was so popular.  
The Messiah was “right on his heals.” 
 

Whether you use a “Jesse Tree” or not, I invite you to immerse yourself in this season with the Jews of  
the 1st Century. Of course, we are anticipating the first coming of the Messiah, but we are also waiting in 
confident trust for the coming of that new Jerusalem, new creation, the conversion of the whole world, 
and a return to a new Eden imagined for us in the rest of the first reading from Isaiah today.  God said it, 
He will do it, that settles it. Our task is to work our way to a place where we can respond to it.  
 

God bless you and have a great week!  
Fr. Peter Richards  

 

    CCW Christmas Cookies, Sweets & Treats Sale! 
 

    Saturday, Dec. 3rd & Sunday, Dec. 4th  
    in the Gathering Space after ALL Masses.  

    The cookies and goodies make wonderful gifts  
    and are great to serve at home!! 
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Calendar for the Week of December 4th, 2022 
 

Sun. December 4th 
8:30am Mass (Mass Intention: Protection of Life and 
     An End to Abortion) 
10:30am Mass (Mass Intention: Donald Brandt) 
 

Mon. December 5th 
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration (John Paul II Chapel) 
 

Tues. December 6th 
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration (John Paul II Chapel) 
5:30pm Confessions (Confessionals) 
6:30pm Mass (Mass Intention: Deceased Members 
     of the CCW) 
7:00pm CCW Meeting (Presentation Room) 
 

Wed. December 7th 
8:30am Confessions (Confessionals) 
9:00am Mass (Mass Intention: Bill and  
     Lillian Domres) 
5:00pm Bell Choir (Church)  
6:00pm Student Choir (Church) 
6:30pm Vigil Mass: The Feast of the Immaculate  
 Conception (Mass Intention: Kevin Tritz) 
7:30pm Adult Choir (Church)  
 

Thurs. December 8th 
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration (John Paul II Chapel) 
8:30am Women’s Faith Sharing Group (Fr. Jager Rm) 
9:00am School Mass: The Feast of the Immaculate 
 Conception (Mass Intention: OLL School) 
10:30am Communion Service at Lake Minnetonka Shores 
6:30pm The Feast of the Immaculate Conception Mass 
 (Mass Intention: Persecuted Christians) 
6:30pm RCIA (Fireside Room) 
7:30pm School Board Meeting (Virtual)  
 

Fri. December 9th 
8:00am Mass  (Mass Intention: Bishop Dudley) 
 

Sat. December 10th 
10:00am 1st Reconciliation Retreat  (PACE Center) 
3:45pm Confessions  (Confessionals)  
5:00pm Mass (Mass Intention: Julian Hook) 
 

Sun. December 11th 
8:30am Mass  (Mass Intention: Parish) 
9:30am Communion Minister Training  (Church)  
10:30am Mass  (Mass Intention: Norbert Weimholt) 

The Feast of the  
Immaculate Conception    

 

Thursday, December 8th 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

 

Vigil Mass:  
Wednesday, December 7th, at 6:30pm   

 

Mass on Thursday, December 8th:  
9:00am (with School) and 6:30pm  

Christmas Mass Schedule    
 

Christmas Eve  
Saturday, December 24th   

4:00pm and 9:00pm  
 

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25th  
8:30am and 10:30am 

Solemnity of Mary,  
The Holy Mother of God     

 

Sunday, January 31st  
 

5:00pm (Saturday)   
8:30am & 10:30am (Sunday)  

Advent Individual Confession 
Reconciliation      

 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 14th, at 6:30pm  

 

We want to take a moment to extend  
a very warm welcome to  
our OLL parishioners and  

to all who are visiting us for the first time. 
Whether you’ve been here for years,  

you’re just having a look, or  
are searching out for a place to worship, 

we’re delighted to have you here.  
If you feel the love and community like  
we do and would like to join our parish, 

please visit our website:  
ourladyofthelake.com  

or call our Parish Office (952-472-8200).  
We would love to have you as  

part of our Parish family!   

The Church Office will be closed on  
Friday, Dec. 23rd and Monday, Dec. 26th 
for the Christmas holiday, and Monday, 
January 2nd for the New Year’s holiday.  
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Update on the OLL School Dads  
Christmas Tree Lot 

 

Unfortunately, like much of the country, the tree farm 
that we source from is struggling from the drought we 
had and labor shortages. Due to these circumstances, 
they were unable to fulfill our order. With that we had 
to make the difficult decision to cancel this year’s Tree 
Lot. We apologize for the inconvenience!  

 

Communion Minister Training   
 

Mark your calendars. A Training Session for Communion Ministers is scheduled for Sunday, 
December 11th, at 9:30am (between the 8:30 & 10:30 Masses). This is for anyone interested in 
becoming a Communion Minister or for anyone who wants a review of the procedures. There 
will be sign-up sheets where you can specify which Mass you wish to serve at, along with a place 
to indicate the dates when you are not available to serve. The new schedules will be coming out 
the following week for the next few months. If you have any questions, please contact Carla at 
(952) 472-8204 or clabore@ourladyofthelake.com. Thanks again!! 

 

The Giving Tree Christmas Needs & Wishes   
 

Parishioners at OLL continue the tradition of preparing Christmas baskets  
and giving to families in need. Gifts are listed on tags on our Giving Tree,  
located near the Baptismal Font. Gifts are delivered to families submitted  

by WeCAN, and other gifts are brought to parishioners who are homebound  
or recently have had life challenges. When you pick tags off the Tree  

and return your gifts, you are indeed bringing good news,  
a ray of sunshine, and the Light of Christ!  

Thank you!  

 

Knights of Columbus News     
 

The next Knights of Columbus Meeting is Tuesday, Dec. 20th, at 7:00pm  
in the Presentation Room. All members are welcome to attend.  

 

Ministry Schedules     
 

The new Ministry Schedules for January through April will be completed around the middle of 
December. Please go to your page and enter the dates when you will not be available to serve. 
Also, please make a note if you would like to add or delete ministries or Mass times. This       
information helps to avoid any scheduling conflicts you may have. If you have any questions, 
please contact Carla at (952) 472-8204 or clabore@ourladyofthelake.com. Thank you!  
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All Things Youth Ministry!   
 

Youth Ministry is vital to the health of a church. When youth ministry is flourishing, 
the whole parish flourishes; when it is struggling or non-existent, there seems to be 
something missing in the overall health of the church. Of course, none of us want to 
see that - especially here at OLL. That’s why we need you! We’re hoping to start up 
some amazing youth programs and provide many opportunities for our young    

people but none of it can be done without you. Whether a weekly youth group leader, a driver/chaperone 
for a Lifeline Mass down at the St. Paul NET Center, a summer mission trip/camp volunteer, prayer team 
member, someone who is willing to simply come spend time with the youth. We have many needs and 
roles to fill. Please, contact Jake Burmis - (952) 472-8210 or jburmis@ourladyofthelake.com - with interest 
and questions about any of this! Again, we NEED you! Everyone at OLL will benefit from the fruits that 
healthy, active youth ministry here will bring. Thank you!  

 

Council of Catholic Women  
 

Inviting All Parish Ladies!  
 

Join us at our Tuesday, December 6th Potluck Meeting after the 6:30pm Mass.  
We will be entertained by the young talented singers in Westonka’s Madd Jazz  
as they perform their Christmas music! Any potluck food can be dropped off  
before the 6:30pm Mass or when you arrive, social and food begins at 7:00pm.  
We do have an oven available for heating up food! We hope you can join  
us for our CCW Advent Meeting as we wait for the birth of our Lord Jesus!   
 

Have a Blessed Advent season, 
Bobbi Henrich,  
CCW President  

 

Looking for Fellowship Donut Makers!  
 

Have you ever wondered how the delicious donuts are made? It’s really simple, many hands 
get together to make great donuts! We are looking for more helpers to make 2 more teams! 
We need some early birds to help on Sundays and helpers to help after the 5:00pm Mass on 
Saturdays. Your commitment would be 2 - 3 times a school year (no donuts in the summer). 
The donut machine does most of the work. Volunteers collect the donuts, sprinkle sugar and 
cinnamon, or spread chocolate frosting on top. You have just made the famous OLL Fellowship donuts! 
Our Donut Crew is in need of YOU! Please contact Linda Cordie at lindajcordie@gmail.com if you are  
interested in being on a donut team!  

 

We are looking to bring back Early Catholic Family Life (ECFL) to OLL! 
This program is geared towards families with children ages infant - 6 years old 
and would take place in between the 8:30am and 10:30am Masses on Sundays.      
We need volunteers to work with the children and volunteers to lead parent   
discussion. If you are interested in helping, please email Molly Jones at 
mjones@ourladyofthelake.com. Thank you!  
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Discipleship … Faith In Action  
 

“Therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit  
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

- Matthew 3:10 
 

Do you bear good fruit for Jesus? Do you spend time in prayer or  
do you waste it with mindless activity? Do you use your talent to  
help others or are you too busy? Do you use your treasure to  
support the Church or do you buy more things that go unused?  
Our time, talent and treasure are gifts from God. What we do  
with these gifts is our gift back to Him. What gifts are you planning  
to give to the Lord during this upcoming Christmas season?        

 
               Actuals       Requirements 
 

 July 1, 2022 to present $359,238       $338,711 
 

In this season of gift-giving to family, friends, and those less fortunate, we hope you will also consider  
your gift to Our Lady of the Lake Church. It is through the donations of every individual and family in the  
parish that we are able to carry on our work. Your Sunday contributions are needed for everything from  

special programs to basic operating expenses. Our Lady of the Lake deeply appreciates the efforts of  
parishioners to make consistent donations throughout the year. To assist you, we provide an  

electronic-giving option for both regular offerings and one-time gifts. For details, contact Kathy Hayes,  
Administrative Assistant, at khayes@ourladyofthelake.com or (952) 472-8206. Thank you.  

Donate now! 
Thank you for  

your generosity! 

Christmas Flower Memorials   Help us decorate the Church at Christmastime 
with a gift of poinsettias, greenery, and liturgical decorations. Consider a gift In Honor Of,  
In Memory Of, or In Celebration Of, a special person in your life. Please fill out the following 
information and put it in the Collection Basket during Mass, or stop by or mail it to the 
Church Office, by Noon on Monday, December 12th. Thank you!  
 

 ________  $15.00  ________  $25.00  ________  Other 
 
  In Honor / Memory / Celebration of:  ____________________________________________________ 
          (Name  -  please print) 
 

  Donor:   _________________________________________________________________ 
        (Name  -  please print) 
 

  Please note: Both of the above names will be published in a future bulletin.  

Have you considered the benefits of automatic giving? In today’s digital age, many people do their 
bill paying using automatic banking or credit cards. Why not use these convenient methods for your            
contributions to Our Lady of the Lake? To sign up or if you have questions, please contact Kathy Hayes at 
952-472-8206 or khayes@ourladyofthelake.com.  

Catholic Campaign for Human Development  Thank you for your generous support for the collection 
for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development! As a parish, we raised $2,224.31 to support those on 
the margins who live in poverty in the United States. If you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give. 
Visit usccb.org/nationalcollections and click “How to Give” under “Resources.”  

Retirement Fund for Religious • December 10th & 11th 
 

Lighten the load.  An abbot writes, “Your gift helps ease our worldly burdens and allows us to  
continue living out our mission of seeking God and serving the Church.”  Donations to next week’s  

Retirement Fund for Religious collection help hundreds of US religious communities to  
provide for their aging members.  Please give generously.  Thank you.   
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 MASS SCHEDULE      Weekends   Saturday:  5:00pm  •  Sunday:  8:30am & 10:30am  
 Our Sunday 10:30am Mass is recorded and can be viewed on our website at ourladyofthelake.com. To view,  
 simply click on the link which lists the date of the Mass or you can click on the link to the OLL YouTube Channel.  
 

 Weekdays     Tuesday:  6:30pm  --  Wednesday:  9:00am  --  Thursday:  8:00am   --  Friday: 8:00am 
 

 CONFESSIONS  Tuesdays: 5:30 - 6:20pm, Wednesdays:  8:30 - 8:50am, Saturdays: 3:45 - 4:45pm,  
                and by appointment. 
 

 EUCHARISTIC ADORATION on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays & First Fridays in the St. John Paul II Chapel   
 from 8:30am - 6:00pm. Join us for this rewarding experience! 

PennyWise Thrift Shop  (952) 472 -1773 
 

Monday:  10:00am - 3:00pm  
Tuesday:  10:00am - 3:00pm  
Wednesday:  6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Thursday:  10:00am - 3:00pm  
Friday:  10:00am - 3:00pm 
Saturday:  10:00am - 1:00pm 
 

Donations accepted during store hours.  
Please do not leave donations at the door.  
Thank you!   

Westonka Food Shelf  (952) 472 -5599 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 
9:30am - 12:00pm, 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 

Wednesday:   9:30am - 12:00pm,  
1:00pm - 3:00pm & 6:00 - 8:00pm  
 

Saturday:  10:00am - 2:00pm 
 

The Food Shelf needs your gently used paper  
bags. Please leave them in the Food Shelf bins  
near the church exits. Thank you! 

 

We pray for those in need. 
Please keep the following individuals in your prayers: 

Chris A., Russell Barger, Bill Greenwood, Mike Schulz, Pauline Thorson 
 

We pray for those in the Military: 
Travis B., Myra B., Nicholas J., Lucas M., Nicholas R., Darrel V. 

 

Safety Issues at OLL During Winter Months  
 

For your safety during the winter months, please enter and exit through the entrances that       
have been shoveled or plowed. Entrances are cleared as quickly as possible. Please use the      
handrails located by the steps and wear appropriate footwear for snowy and icy conditions.                                   
These precautions will help to ensure your safety. Thank you!  

2023 Stewardship Pledge Forms  
 

Please drop your 2023 Pledge Form in the Collection Basket during Mass, or mail it to the Church Office.    
If you need a Pledge Form, they are available on the tables by church exits. Forms are also available online 
at ourladyofthelake.com/sign-up-and-registration-forms/. Thank you for making stewardship a way of life!  

World Youth Day 2023 Every three years, the Catholic youth of the world come together for one      
incredible week as one body, one faith, one voice, at World Youth Day. World Youth Day 2023 will be held 
in beautiful Lisbon, Portugal’s capital and largest city. Pilgrims will come to celebrate with one another, 
deepen their faith, hear from the Pope himself, and be inspired. Young adults aged 20 - 35 can experience 
the universal Church alongside the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis on a pilgrimage to World 
Youth Day 2023! Get all the details you need to travel with the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis 
and register at: VersoMinistries.com/stpaul-minn. Registrations are open on a first come, first 
served basis. Questions? Complete an Inquiry Form on the Archdiocesan website and someone will reach 
out to you directly: archspm.org/world-youth-day-2023/. 
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Please support our advertisers. Because of them, the printing of the bulletin is possible. This week we feature: 

KOTTEMANN 
ORTHODONTICS 

The #1 provider of Invisalign in Minnesota! 
We offer full orthodontic services  

for children & adults. 
Locations in: Orono, Plymouth & Watertown 

763-420-6834 
www.KottemannOrtho.com 

Lake Minnetonka Shores 
Senior Living Community  
 

952.471.4000 
www.lakeminnetonkashores.org 
 

Equal housing opportunity. All faiths welcome. 

Parish Phone Number   (952) 472-1284 
Pastor, Fr. Peter Richards          (952) 472-1284 ext. 8207 
Parish Administrator, Rhonda Eurich   (952) 472-8201 
Church Secretary, Dana Barrett       (952) 472-8200 
Administrative Assistant, Kathy Hayes (952) 472-8206 
Communications Director, Anna Schmidt    (952) 472-8209 
Pastoral Minister & Adult Education,  
   Carla LaBore  (952) 472-8204 
Faith Formation Coordinator, Molly Jones (952) 472-8202 
Youth Minister, Jake Burmis   (952) 472-8210 
Music Director, Scott Stivers   (952) 472-8211 
Westonka Food Shelf Director,  
  Michelle Bottenfield   (952) 472-5599 
 

School Phone Number   (952) 472-8228 
School Principal, Becky Kennedy  (952) 472-8229 
Administrative Assistant, Carol Franck (952) 472-8251 
Director of Fundraising, Amanda Young (952) 472-8208 
Advancement Director, Amanda Moodie (952) 472-8250  
 

Church Staff e-mails are first letter of first name, followed by last name @ourladyofthelake.com   
School Staff e-mails are first letter of first name, followed by last name @schoololl.com  

  Church Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday: 8:00am - 4:00pm  
  Friday: 8:00am - 12:00pm 
 

  School Office Hours 
  Monday - Friday: 7:45am - 3:45pm 

  Marriage: To confirm a wedding, please  
  contact Fr. Peter at least 8 months  
  before planning to marry. 
 

  Baptism: Please contact Carla LaBore    
  for baptismal information at  
  (952) 472-8204.  

Church Fax:  (952) 843-5667  
 

School Fax:  (952) 843-5693 

presbyterian 

homes & services 


