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The Miracle of the Multiplication of Loaves 
 

Our Gospel for this Sunday is St. John’s account of the miracle of the multiplication of loaves. Every 
gospel has an account of this miracle and they are each complementary.  
 

Before I proceed with the content of this column, I will begin with a working definition of 
“miracle”: It is an event for which there is no natural or human explanation for what happened. It 
can only be attributed to supernatural Divine power.   
 

There is an interpretation of this event that has some popularity in Europe and the United States that this was a 
“miracle” of “sharing.”  There are several problems with this interpretation. One is that if it was one of “sharing,” there 
is no need for it to be a “miracle” at all, given our working definition above.  
 

Secondly, this interpretation makes use of eisegesis – reading one’s own ideas into a text (in this case, Sacred  
Scripture) which are unsupported by the text itself. For example, there is nothing in the text that mentions anything 
about some of the people having food with them. There is nothing in the text that says or alludes to anyone having 
been moved by the boy’s (with five barley loaves and two fish) or Jesus’ sharing of food. There is nothing in the text 
that points to anyone else but Jesus from whom the multiplied food came. Conversely, I will point out two things   
supported by the text that show the people believed it was a miracle of multiplication that Jesus performed: 1) the 
text says in John 6:14, “When the people saw the sign he had done...”. In John’s gospel, the word “sign” is another 
English word for a “miracle” by the working definition; 2) further in the same text it says, “… This is truly the Prophet, 
the one who is to come into the world.” The Jewish people were waiting for a prophet like Moses who was the agent 
of the miracle of manna in the desert.  
 

Thirdly, this interpretation’s basis is a rationalistic philosophy. Rationalism believes that the only thing we can know is 
what reason alone tells us (not faith, in other words). Rationalism denies that miracles and prophecy are possible. This 
interpretation came first from a rationalist German Protestant named Heinrich E. Gottlieb Paulus in the 19th century. 
This purely naturalistic interpretation holds that events like this in the Bible can only be explained by merely human 
agency and actions.  
 

If this were legitimate, we would have to deny the Resurrection of Jesus, the Immaculate Conception, the Incarnation 
of the Son of God, and the multiplication of loaves. Catholics find no credence in rationalistic philosophy as evidenced 
by our profession of the Nicene Creed, but the Catechism of the Catholic Church specifically identifies this event of the 
multiplication of loaves as a miracle in paragraph 1335.  
 

If this were not enough, Paulus’ false anti-Semitic prejudice is implicit in his interpretation…. i.e., he and others 
thought that the Jews of his time were rich and selfish, therefore must be encouraged by Jesus’ example to share. I 
hope rationalism, eisegesis, and anti-Semitism dies a quick death. 
 

I also hope that you find this article insightful, not only for reading the Scriptures, but also the power of philosophical 
systems behind how we see the world, our fellow human beings, and events in our lives.  
 

God bless you and have a great week! Fr. Peter Richards  

July 25th, 2021  
   

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish; 
but what good are these for so many?”   -John 6:9 



Calendar for the Week of July 25th, 2021 
 

Monday  July 26th, 2021 
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration (John Paul II Chapel) 
6:30pm Bible Study (Presentation Room)  
6:30pm Stewardship/Welcoming Committee 
 Meeting (Fr. Jager Room)  
7:00pm Scout Troop Meeting (School Cafeteria)00pm 
Tuesday July 27th, 2021 
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration (John Paul II Chapel) 
1:30pm Bible Study (Presentation Room)  
5:30pm Confessions  (Confessionals) 
6:30pm  Mass (Mass Intention:  Steve Thurk)  
7:15pm Three Conversations (Fireside Room)00pm 
Wed. July 28th, 2021 
8:00am Mass (Mass Intention:  Ministries of  
 the Parish) 
8:45am Three Conversations (Fireside Room)  
9:00am Young Family Adoration (John Paul II Chapel) 
9:00am Mail Out Bulletin (Presentation Room)   
Thurs. July 29th, 2021 
8:00am Mass (Mass Intention: Westonka Food Shelf) 
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration (John Paul II Chapel) 
8:30am Women’s Faith Sharing (Fr. Jager Room)  
10:30am Communion Service (Lake Minnetonka  
 Shores) m 
Friday July  30th, 2021 
8:00am Mass (Mass Intention:  Women & Men  
 Religious)  
Saturday July 31st, 2021 
3:45pm Confessions (Confessionals) 
5:00pm Mass (Mass Intention:  Parish) 
Sunday August 1st, 2021 
8:30am Mass (Mass Intention: Jim Stockinger) 
9:30am Respect Life Meeting (Presentation Room)  
10:30am Mass (Mass Intention:  Sick of the Parish )  

2 

Bible Study:   “The Mass as Heaven on Earth: Hebrews 
and Revelation” These 2 books of the Bible describe the 

Mass as Heaven on earth.  They use a great deal of  
liturgical imagery in describing altars, priests, sacrifices 

and banquets.  Proper liturgy is critical in understanding 
the true meaning of the Mass.  Please come to either the 

Monday session (July 26th) at 6:30pm or the Tuesday  
session (July 27th) at 1:30pm in the Presentation Room.   

Liturgy 
Seeking God, Encountering God  

 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
John 6:1-15 

 

Abundance 
 

There are five barley loaves and two fish. 
That is all. 

The disciples are at wits end.  
There is no way to meet the needs of the crowd. 

 

Fr. Peter said in a recent homily that 
“God wants to bless us,”  

a message so well narrated  
in today’s Eucharistic Gospel. 

 

One of the lessons is that God can make much  
of what we offer. 

Not holding on too tightly, we offer our gifts  
of five barley loaves and two fish, 
 acts of compassion and sacrifice,  

and come to know that Jesus has limitless capacity 
and nothing will be wasted. 

 

*** 
Ministry of the Assembly 

 

We’ll be contemplating the importance of the  
Eucharist the next five weeks, 

the sharing and feeding on the miraculous feast 
of God’s love. 

 “In person,” our thanksgiving reaches to heaven. 
 

Blessed week!  Sr. Carrie Link, PBVM 

OLL School is Hiring!  We are looking for summer help 
with our OLL+ Summer program. We are also looking  
for help during the school year from 3:00 to 5:30pm  
on school days and some no school days. Great for  
High School and College Students. Contact Debbie  

Antoskiewicz at ollplus@schoololl.com. 

Altar Server Training:  The next training session for altar 
servers will be on Sunday, August 15th, between the 

8:30am and 10:30am Masses.  Please contact Carla at  
952-472-8204 if you can attend. 

PennyWise News 
 

PennyWise Bag Sale/July 26th – 31st  

 

Bag Sale on ALL Regular Priced Clothing and Shoes. 
 $5.00 per bag. Bag furnished by PennyWise.    

Additional 50% OFF Oval Rack items and  
everything else in the store.    

 
The PennyWise Books &Treasures Booth 

at the Incredible Festival 
September 17th, 18th, and 19th 

  
PennyWise has taken the reigns of the Book Nook this 
year at the Incredible Festival.  The tradition continues 
with the PennyWise Thrift Store hosting the booth.  The 
Book Nook, while smaller than in past years, will be just 
as grand with the addition of treasures from the thrift 
store.  We have procured a wonderful selection of books 
for all ages and genres from donations received at the 
thrift store.  Please note that we will not be accepting 
book donations from OLL parishioners as was the case in 
years past.  We look forward to an “incredible” weekend 
this September!  



 

 

Please support our advertisers. Because of them, the printing of the bulletin is possible. This week we feature:               
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School News  
 

OLL school is excited to announce we have found the perfect person to fill the important role of  
Director of Fundraising for the school.  Please join us in welcoming Amanda Young to our parish and school!   

Amanda is not new to our community and will do an amazing job in this new vital role.  
 

“I am excited to be joining the Our Lady of the Lake (OLL) family in this new fundraising position! Since moving  
to Minnetrista and becoming members of the OLL parish in 2016, my family (husband, Derek; daughter,  

Sophia, 4.5 years old; and son, Liam, 1.5 years old) and I have experienced firsthand the welcoming nature and  
sense of community here. There is so much that OLL offers that I felt a calling to be a part of helping spread the  

Word, building community support, and growing the many wonderful programs. I have a Bachelor of Social Work  
degree from St. Catherine’s University, and I worked at Catholic Charities for eleven years prior to starting a family. 
 For the last four years, I have been caring for my children, along with owning and operating a home care business.  

I look forward to getting to know all of you as I serve the school and parish in this important role.” 

It’s time for Western Communities Action Network’s (WeCAN) Ready to Learn program. New school supplies for 
 K-12 students will be collected through Aug. 10th. A curbside drop-off day will be held at WeCAN on August 4th, from 
9am to 4:30pm. Supplies can also be dropped off at WeCAN, along with churches and businesses in the area through 

August 10th.  (OLL has a donation box is located in the Gathering Space.) Most needed are: large backpacks, wide-lined 
single subject notebooks, washable markers, colored pencils, flair/felt tip markers, dry erase markers, pens, No. 2  
pencils, highlighters and sketchbooks. Complete lists of the supplies needed are located on the WeCAN website, 

www.wecanmn.org.  Financial donations are also appreciated. Supplies will be distributed to families on  
August 24th, at the WeCAN office. Call 952-472-0742 for more information.  

Thank you for helping children in the community be ready to learn for the school year! 

THURK BROS
• AUTO        • SALES 

• TRAILER      • SERVICE 

St. Bonifacius, MN 
952-446-1082 

Asian Bistro 
Best Asian Food in Town 

DINE-IN / TAKE OUT / CATERING 
 

Daily Lunch Thru 3:30 
952-471-2625 

Next to MGM Liquor 


