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Three Essays on the Theology of the Crucifix  
by Colin Faust 
 

Essay 1: The Crucifix in General 
 

This is the first of three essays in which I will joyfully discuss the theology of the crucifix.  The first essay will address 
the meaning of the crucifix, exploring its revered place within the broader context of Christian life and devotion, and 
its rich signification of a variety of the Christian themes - most importantly the act in which Our Lord Jesus Christ  
merited our Redemption.  The second essay will explore the important role of the crucifix as it relates to the liturgical 
life of the Church, primarily the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  Here several key points will be presented that explain why 
the Church in Her wisdom instructs that the crucified Lord be placed prominently above the altar or tabernacle during 
the Mass, and why the resurrected Lord on a cross is not a fitting or permitted substitute. The third and last essay will 
discuss how the crucifix can enrich one’s individual spiritual life, taking a deeper look into how Christ transformed  
human suffering into something potentially carrying salvific value, and the meaning of Our Lord’s command to “deny 
ourself and take up our cross daily” (cf. Matthew 16:24) – exploring why a participation in Christ’s Cross is a necessary 
precondition for the resurrection and the life of the world to come. 
 

This coming Good Friday, countless Catholics around the world will venerate the cross with a kiss, as we will be  
reminded again of the powerful place this instrument of death holds in our Catholic culture.  Even more compelling is 
the crucifix: the cross with the body of Christ displayed upon it, in agony, dying.  The centrality of the crucifixion is 
often misunderstood among Christians.  Some say, “Christ isn’t on the cross anymore…He’s reigning gloriously in  
heaven.”  So why emphasize his suffering and death over, say, an empty cross or a cross with a resurrected Christ?  
First, we must recognize that Catholics accentuate both the crucifixion and the resurrection, not minimizing the  
importance of either.  We venerate all stages of the Lord’s life, as all are worthy of depiction and our adoration.   
However, the focal point and purpose of Christ’s Incarnation and ministry is his Passion and Death on the cross.  
The Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, the Eternal Logos, became man to redeem fallen humanity - and the cross 
was his chosen instrument of redemption.  As Christ himself said, “For this I was born, and for this I have come into  
the world, to bear witness to the truth” (John 18:37).   
 

Archbishop Fulton Sheen summarized the reason for using a crucifix instead of an empty cross when he said, “Keep 
your eyes on the crucifix, for Jesus without the cross is a man without a mission, and the cross without Jesus is a  
burden without a reliever.”  In other words, the cross only has meaning because Christ died on it for our salvation.  
Catholics revere the crucifix to avoid what St. Paul warned about, that the cross be “emptied of its power”  
(1 Corinthians 1:17). 
 

Despite the inherent discomfort that is evoked in our gazing at our Lord innocently suffering on the cross, it is  
absolutely essential to understand that it is not necessarily the suffering of Christ in of itself that brought about the 
Redemption (as if God was punishing Christ in our place), but rather it is love “to the end” (John 13:1) that confers on 
Christ’s sacrifice its value as redemption and reparation, as atonement and satisfaction (CCC 616).  The infinite value 
and efficacy of Christ’s redemptive act derives from the fact that it is a perfect act of charity performed by a divine  
Person; the perfect act of the Incarnate Word.  Such a supernatural act of charity attains infinite value to make  
satisfaction, to expiate, and to merit.   
 

The wisdom of the cross teaches us that Christ transformed His greatest moment of physical and spiritual torment 
into the most potent act of redemptive suffering.  The Cross of Christ swallowed every sin and every pain.  In other 
words, Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross is a supreme act of self-giving love, such that love conquers sin and death.  The 
resurrection of Jesus was proof that his supreme act of love truly conquered sin and death, demonstrating beyond  
any doubt that he was who he claimed to be: God.  Thus, by his death on the Cross, Christ opened the way of salvation 
for all who would receive it, and reconciled his people with the Father.   
 

(Continued on page 2...please see next page.) 

February 28th, 2021    
 

Second Sunday of Lent  
 

“’Here I am!’ he answered.”- Genesis 22:11 



Calendar for the Week of March 1st, 2021 
 

Monday  March 1st, 2021 
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration  (John Paul II Chapel) 
6:30pm Bible Study  (Presentation Room) 
Tuesday March 2nd, 2021 
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration  (John Paul II Chapel) 
1:00pm Bible Study  (Presentation Room) 
5:30pm Confessions  (Children’s Room) 
6:30pm  Mass  (Mass Intention:  Eleanor Quandt)  
7:00pm CCW Meeting (Church)  
Wed. March 3rd, 2021 
9:00am School Mass (Mass Intention:  Protection of Life  
 and an End to Abortion ) 
9:45am Young Family Adoration  (John Paul II Chapel) 
6:15pm Faith Formation (Grades 1-5)  
Thurs. March 4th, 2021 
8:00am Mass  (Mass Intention:  Archdiocese of St. Paul  
 and Minneapolis )  
8:30am Eucharistic Adoration  (John Paul II Chapel) 
10:30am Word Service at LMS  
6:30pm RCIA  (Church Library) 
Friday March 5th, 2021 
8:00am Mass  (Mass Intention:  Pope Francis)  
8:30am First Friday Eucharistic Adoration  
 (John Paul II Chapel)  
7:00pm Stations of the Cross (Church)  
Saturday March 6th, 2021 
3:45pm Confessions  (Children’s Room)  
5:00pm Mass (Mass Intention:  Kevin Tritz) 
Sunday March 7th, 2021 
8:30am Mass  (Mass Intention:  Dorothy Geyen) 
10:30am Mass  (Mass Intention:  Parish) 
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EASTER MEMORIALS  Help us decorate the Church for the Triduum and Easter Season with a gift of flowers,  
greenery, and liturgical decorations. Consider a gift In Honor Of, In Memory Of, or In Celebration Of a special person 
in your life. Please fill out the following information and put it in the Collection Basket or stop by or mail it to the 
Church Office by Tuesday, March 16th. Thank you! 
 

________  $15  ________  $25  ________  Other 
 

In Honor Of / In Memory Of / In Celebration Of: 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Please Print Name) 
 

Donor:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
               (Please Print Name) 
    Please note: Both names listed above will be published in a future bulletin.  

Stations of the Cross are on Fridays at 7:00pm  
on the following dates:  March 5, March 12,  

March 19, and March 26. 

Holy Week Schedule  
 Palm Sunday, March 28th   
 Mass   5:00pm (Saturday, March 27th ) and  
 8:30am & 10:30am (Sunday) 
Holy Thursday, April 1st - Mass of the Lord’s Supper    7:00pm 
Good Friday, April 2nd - Stations of the Cross            3:00pm 
                                            Good Friday Service           7:00pm  
Holy Saturday, April 3rd - Easter Vigil            8:15pm 
Easter Sunday, April 4th - Mass       8:30am & 10:30am  

(Continued from cover page…) 
 
To sum up, the crucifix captures the great sacrifice 
that Jesus made for humanity, serving as a potent  
reminder to not forget the price of our redemption.  
It is a symbol of salvation and Christ’s ultimate act  
to atone for the sins of the world.  It represents  
Jesus’s mission to reconcile our relationship with 
God, and most importantly it emphasizes Our Lord’s 
perfect selfless love for us.  The cross was truly the 
longing of his heart.  As Catholics, when we gaze 
lovingly upon the crucifix, we are acutely reminded 
of the depth of Christ’s redeeming love, something 
that an empty cross struggles to convey. 
 

As a parting thought, let us recall the scene of the 
crucifixion, where some in the crowd present at  
Calvary shouted at Christ as he was dying: “Come 
down off your cross!” (cf. Matthew 27:40; Mark 
15:30).  Let us not echo these words in our own 
time, but rather strive to emulate St. Paul’s teaching 
to “know nothing among you except Jesus Christ 
and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). 

 

Lenten Confession Time:  In addition to our  
regular confession schedule, confessions will  

be heard on Saturday, March 20th, from  
10:00am until Noon in the church.  Fr. Peter and 

one other priest will be available.  

 

Bible Study   Why did Jesus have to be  
crucified?  What was the crime that He  

committed?  Did Jesus really think that God had 
abandoned Him when He was hanging on the 

cross?  And what is the significance of the blood  
and water that flowed from the pierced side  
of Jesus?  All of this can be explained if seen  

from a historical, Jewish perspective. Please join  
us on Mondays at 6:30pm or Tuesdays  
at 1:00pm in the Presentation Room.  



 

  

Please support our advertisers. Because of them, the printing of the bulletin is possible. This week we feature:               
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In Loving Memory of 
 

Roger & Jerry Greene  
and 

Jack & Jane Sutton 

Lake Minnetonka Shores 
Senior Living Community  
 

952.471.4000 
www.lakeminnetonkashores.org 
 

Equal housing opportunity. All faiths welcome. 

Catholic Services Appeal  
Together in Hope  

 

The Catholic Services Appeal Foundation partners 
with fellow Catholics to share Christ’s love with 

neighbors in need through ministries that serve the 
poor, support life and strengthen the Faith.  Your 

gift brings hope by helping provide:  
 

• Thousands with life-giving care via hospital  
        chaplains. 
• 12,000 people/week with fresh groceries and 

hygiene items. 
• 1,200 hot meals monthly. 
• 635 people with housing/emergency shelter 

each month. 
• 33,000 young people with Faith-filled outreach. 
• 1,300 women and families with pro-life  
        support. 
• 28,000 Catholic school students with in-person 

learning. 
• Over 50 seminarians studying to be future 

priests of our Archdiocese with tuition  
       assistance, room and board.  
 

Visit www.csafspm.org to learn more or 
www.GiveCSAF.org to donate today!   

Limited space available. Register 
TODAY for fall 2021 enrollment.   
 

Discover how your student will 
have the benefit of excellent  
academics with a strong foundation of faith, service, love  
and leadership. Did  you know that we award over $100,000 
in Scholarships and Financial Aid?  Contact us today 
at admissions@schoololl.com to learn more.   

Hello CCW Ladies! 
 

I hope this message finds you in your Lenten journey!  We 
will be having an in-person meeting on March 2nd!  We will be 
meeting in the church after the 6:30 Mass.  We hope you will 
be able to join us! 
 

Michelle Rosenberg, CCW President 

Employment Opportunity at OLL  
Custodial Supervisor  

 

Our Lady of the Lake is looking for a full time (daytime hours) 
Custodial Supervisor for the Church.  Strong cleaning  

duties.  Please contact Rhonda at 
reurich@ourladyofthelake.com by March 1st.  



 

Sunday Keeping  
 

Earlier I mentioned that soon and very soon, “we will go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.” 

Psalm 122.   Soon hasn’t happened yet.  After naming cultural influences, I feel there’s  

another topic that may be helpful before reflecting on the Celebration of the Eucharist.     

 

In the Book of Acts, a companion to the Gospel of Luke, we hear Peter addressing the first 

converts and three thousand souls were baptized that day.  “Those baptized held steadfastly 

to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers.” Acts 

2:42.  

 

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, 12:2 - “Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed 

by the renewal of your mind.” (Romans 12:2) This verse points both to the concern we have 

about worldly influences and the call to be transformed by the renewal of our mind. 

 

An important way of staying on track as disciples and followers of Jesus is to nurture our 

faith through catechesis. Catechesis is about learning information about our faith as well as 

formation, allowing what we learn to affect our heart center, and the way we live out our 

faith.  Mind Renewal is our journal entry. Our notations pertain to the transformation we 

experience in life-long catechesis.  

 

There are a variety of ways to convey the richness of our faith.  Dr. Joseph White, in his  

introduction to the New Catechetical Directory, shared that when it comes to the digital  

age some are immigrants and some natives. For sure, I’m an immigrant from Mars, quite  

incapable of speaking a second virtual language on planet Earth.  

 

Eureka!  Thankfully, I discovered that catechesis is only a click away through YouTube.  

Click on Dr. Brant Pitre, Sr. Patricia Chappell SNDdeN, Bishop Robert Barron, Dr. Edward 

Sri, and Dr. Michael Barber.  Find Pope Francis’ document, The Joy of the Gospel.  Click on 

Dorothy Day, a wonder woman considered for canonization. Dorothy believed that all of life 

is a school of charity. 

 

 

                                                       Sr. Carrie Link      Until next time…     


