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23rd  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“You, son of man, I have appointed watchman  

for the house of Israel…” (Ezekiel 33:7) 

“Work” 
 

As we celebrate the national holiday of Labor Day, my thoughts naturally go to the topic of work.  
I thought I would give you some thoughts for reflection. I have heard the phrase, “do the work  
you love and you will never work another day in your life”. If one has the benefit of choosing 
something they love to do for a career, there are still days, I am sure, that one has to do things 
that they don’t like to do. Some people have to do work they don’t like to do all the time, yet it is 
still possible to find meaning in it beyond earning a living. The positive value has largely to do with offering one’s work, 
with Jesus Christ, for the salvation of one’s own and other’s souls. As St. Paul says to the Philippians (2:12), “…work  
out your salvation with fear and trembling”. Maintaining that ultimate meaning of work provides one with courage and 
hope no matter what the conditions of one’s work.  
 

The dignity of the worker and of work is the subject of Pope John Paul II’s encyclical Laborem Exercens (LE). According 
to the editor of The Encyclicals of John Paul II, J. Michael Miller, the scope of his reflection is, “not confined to work 
only of industrial or agricultural workers. Instead he extends it to encompass the work done by every sector of society: 
management, white collar workers, scientists, [students, athletes,] intellectuals, artists, [parents raising and forming 
their children, etc]. ‘Each and every individual to the proper extent and in an incalculable number of ways, takes part 
in the giant process whereby man subdues the earth through his work’(~4.4) To use a favorite expression of the 
Pope’s, the world’s ‘workbench’ includes all those who labor for their daily bread - all men and women (p.152)”. 
 

The letter covers “Work and Man”, “Conflict between Labor and Capital”, “Rights of Workers” and culminates with  
a section on the Christian spirituality of work. In that last section, the Pope emphasizes how, “The gospel sheds light 
on the dignity of people’s work. It leads them to see ‘the meaning which it has in the eyes of God’. Through work  
people are to come closer ‘to God, the Creator and Redeemer, to participate in his salvific plan for man and the world 
and to deepen their friendship with Christ (24.2). Created in God’s image, ‘man ought to imitate God, his Creator, in 
working’ (~25.3). By means of work each person shares in the wonder of creation, continuing to develop and perfect 
the created world”(Miller, p.158). 
 

“The spirituality of work reaches its most profound level in the Paschal mystery of Christ’s Passion, death and  
Resurrection. Through the toil and suffering inevitably involved in work, people can be intimately associated with the 
crucified and Risen Lord. ‘By enduring the trial of work in union with Christ crucified for us, man in a way collaborates 
with the Son of God for the redemption of humanity’ (27.3). Like the Paschal Mystery, work is penetrated by the 
mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection. Work, too, says the Pope, has a role ‘not only in earthy progress but also in the  
development of the Kingdom of God’ (27.7).”(Miller, 159). 
 

While work is also necessary to provide for the well-being of persons, there is no room for using work for the  
unnecessary accumulation of wealth and possessions.  
 

Have a great Labor Day and God bless the week!  Fr. Richards 

 

Incredible Festival Raffle  Thank you to all the parishioners who have dropped off your sold raffle tickets.   
Still need Raffle Tickets?  Pick up your raffle tickets in the church office Monday – Friday, from 8:30am – Noon.  

Please return your raffle tickets to the church office by Wednesday, September 23rd.  Thank you!   



Calendar of Upcoming Events  
 

Monday  September 7, 2020  
 Labor Day Holiday—Campus Closed  
Tuesday  September 8, 2020  
10:00am Eucharistic Adoration  (Fireside Room) 
6:00pm Reconciliation (Church Library) 
6:30pm Mass (Mass Intention:  Salvatore and  
                   Josephine Cappelleri) 
7:00pm CCW Meeting - Church  
Wed.  September 9, 2020  
9:00am School Mass  (Mass Intention:  Ministries  
                    of the Parish)  
1:00pm  Liturgy Committee Meeting  (Fr. Jager Room)  
Thurs. September 10, 2020  
9:00am Mass  (Mass Intention: Westonka Food Shelf)   
10:00am Eucharistic Adoration  (Fireside Room)  
Friday  September 11, 2020  
9:00am Mass (Mass Intention:  Faith Formation  
 Students) 
Saturday  September 12, 2020  
4:00pm Reconciliation (Church Library)  
5:00pm Mass  (Church) (*Online  Signup Required)  
                   (Mass Intention:  Parish) 
Sunday  September 13, 2020  
8:30am  Mass (Church) (*Online Signup Required)  
 (Mass Intention: Joe Lahey)    
10:30am Drive-In Mass  (Canceled if lightning 
 is imminent)  
                    (Mass Intention: Mark Schmidt)  

Please support our advertisers. Because of them, the printing of the bulletin is possible. This week we feature:               

 

Eucharistic Adoration will not take place on Monday,  
September 7th, due to the Labor Day holiday.  

 

Food Shelf Volunteer Opportunities: Make a big 
difference in the lives of many! Help at the Food 

Shelf in one of the two following ways:  Unload and 
stock food deliveries on Thursday mornings from 

9:00am to noon weekly. It’s an important hands-on 
job that must be done quickly. OR, become a  

substitute food rescuer, driving to a retail grocery 
store to pick boxes of food items to bring back to the 

Food Shelf for stocking and distribution. Some  
training necessary. To volunteer, please call Food 

Shelf Director, Michelle Bottenfield, at 952-303-9726 
and leave your name and number. 

BIBLE STUDY:  No classes on September 7th & 8th  
due to the Labor Day Holiday.  

Parish Phone Number  (952) 472-1284 
 

School Phone Number  (952) 472-8228  

 

CCW Meeting:  All women of the parish are welcome to attend the CCW Meeting on Tuesday, September 8th,  
after the 6:30pm Mass.  The meeting will take place in the church. We will follow the OLL requirements for  
in-church protocol of masks, social distancing, hand sanitizing and no pre– or post congregating in or out  

of the building.  We hope to see you there!  

Church Office Hours:  Beginning Friday, September 11th,  
the Church Office will be open on Fridays from  

8:30am until noon.  

 
 

Westonka Food Shelf   (952) 472-5599 
 

PennyWise Thrift Shop  (952) 472-1773  

 

Holy Land Collection - September 12-13 
Donations to the Holy Land Collection may be dropped  

off or mailed to the church office.  If you have any  
questions, please call 952-472-8200.  Thank you.   

RCIA  If you, or someone you know,  
has not been Baptized, or has not been  

Confirmed in the Catholic faith, this is the  
program for you! Or if you are interested in 

learning more about the teachings of the  
Catholic Church, you are also welcome to join 
the class. We meet on Thursday nights from 

6:30 - 8:00pm beginning Sept. 17th. If you 
would like more information, please contact 

Carla at clabore@ourladyofthelake.com  
or (952) 472-8204. 

 

Incredible Festival Online Silent Auction 
  

Donations still needed!  Please bring your donation 
of new items to the Church office Monday-Thursday, 

from 8:30am – Noon.  Deadline for donations is 
Thursday, September 10th.  Thank you!    

 

Bidding for the Silent Auction begins on  
Saturday, September 19th, and ends on  
Saturday, September 26th, at 3:00 p.m.  

SCHROEDER &                                                                                                                
  SIEGFRIED, P.A. 

  

   Patent & Trademark Law 
 

952-476-0580 
schroederpatlaw@popp.net 



The Incredible Festival Raffle is still ON!!! 

Virtual Drawing Sunday, September 27th at Noon! 

Here’s a Chance to Win CA$H and Help OLL!! 

Need more tickets?  Tickets are available for pick-up in the Church Office 

Mondays  – Fridays from  8:30am – Noon 

2020 Raffle Sponsors:  Thanks to our wonderful 2020 Incredible Raffle Sponsors! 

Realty Executives and Bedell Docks / Steve Bedell 

Structure Tech Home Inspections / Nick Pickert, Home Inspector / Pickert Family 

Rocket Crane Service Inc. / In memory of Bernie & Colleen Hanson 

Bergerson-Caswell, Inc. 

Relevant Radio / Beth Frye 

Mound True Value Hardware & Paint / Bruce & Patti Dodds 

Jubilee Foods 

Teresa Luterbach / In loving memory of Charles P. & Thomas M. Cavaretta 

Jon & Julz Schwingler  

Mark & Betsy Schneider 

Katie Mahoney 

John Steichen 

Terry & Cheryl Mahoney 

David & Jean Fasching 

Chuck & Peggy Greene 

Jack Piche 

Chuck & Catherine Walerius 

Vicky & Grant Wenkstern  

Annual Incredible Festival Raffle  
1st Prize $5,000 Cash 

2nd Prize  $500 Cash 

3rd Prize $300 Cash 

Ten $100 Cash Prizes 

Tickets $5.00 each 

Ticket Drop Off:   
• Church Office: 24-Hour Secure Mail Slot outside, or Mon – Friday 8:30am – Noon 

• Saturday and Sunday Mass Collection Basket 

• Call 952-472-8200 to make arrangements for a contact-free pick-up! 

Please return your raffle tickets to the church by Wednesday, September 23rd!  Thanks!  



Incredible Festival  
ON-LINE Silent Auction 

 
 

September 19th until September 26th @ 3pm  

J 
ust a few weeks away from our first ever “pandemic-style”  

Incredible Festival On-Line Silent Auction. 
To make this event a huge success,  

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  
 

Donations* of new items continue to be accepted in the  
parish office:  Mondays – Thursdays, 8:30am – Noon 

 

The deadline for auction donations is 
Thursday, September 10th 

Item Ideas for Donation: 

 

        Up North Get Away Vacation    Lake Tour on Your Boat (or Yacht!) 
 
  Hot Air Balloon Rides     Dinner Party (socially distanced, of course)         Gift Cards 
 
    Paintings/Photographs/Works of Art            CA$H   Sporting Goods/Adventures 
 
  Athletic Training          Home Décor Services       Subscriptions        Music Lessons  

If you have questions regarding appropriate donations, 

please contact the auction chairs at 763-656-3535 or 

oll.mn.silentauction@gmail.com.   

Thank you for your contributions! 

 

*Due to COVID-19, we will NOT accept used items this year. 

mailto:oll.mn.silentauction@gmail.com

