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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“He said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water                  
toward Jesus.” (Matthew 14:29) 

 

Do you believe in Miracles? 

Last and this week’s Sunday gospel passages each give accounts of two different miracles – the                  

multiplication of loaves (and fishes) and Jesus walking on the water. Some biblical scholars in the past have 

read natural explanations into miracles accounted, including these we have heard. On the contrary, the text 

and the context give clear indications that these events are miracles.  

There are events that happen in the Scriptures and in our lives that seem like miracles but are rather     

something else. It is important to make some distinctions here so that we get a better sense for what the Lord is up to in our lives 

and the world.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) definition of a miracle says this: “A sign or wonder, such as a healing or the control of 

nature, which can only be attributed to divine power. The miracles of Jesus were messianic signs of the presence of God’s         

kingdom.” (CCC – glossary). I have found that it also helps me to see a miracle as having no scientific or natural explanation. The 

only problem with “no natural explanation” is anyone who sees life from a strictly scientific point of view can add “yet”. As if to 

say, there may not be a natural explanation for that right now, but we will find it. Going beyond the laws of nature is not sufficient 

for one closed to belief in the reality of God.  

But, for those of us who see life beyond nature to God, miracles are real, and they matter. Jesus shows power over nature by   

taking five loaves of bread and two fish, barely enough to feed the twelve, and feeding five thousand (plus) with it. He walks over 

the water to meet the disciples. What is important about these miracles of Jesus?  

There are Old Testament miracles - i.e. God’s appearance or visitation to Elijah and Moses – that indicate the Divine Presence. Old 

Testament prophets said that the messiah would perform miracles to indicate the arrival of his kingdom. These miracles of Jesus 

are signs of his messiahship and the Divine presence in him. In addition, there are reasons intended for the receiver – of healing 

for example or the apostles who witness them or perform them “in his Name” (CCC 434).   

At a minimum, we can say that for the witness or the recipient of miracles, faith in Jesus was/is strengthened and/or solidified to 

be his disciple.  A priest acquaintance of mine was cured of a cancerous brain tumor at the age of 26, if not through his ordination, 

immediately after his ordination. That was about 25 years ago. He still has regular check ups and has had some recurrence, but I 

believe he is still cancer free. For me, even though I hardly know him, it has strengthened my faith and my priestly vocation.  

“God’s providence” is another category that are not miracles per se, but to the ones who experience them seem like a miracles. 

The one who is observing sees nothing extraordinary. For example, at the beginning of my sophomore year in college, I was    

walking to my campus mailbox and asked the Lord, “I wonder if that FCA prayer meeting is still going on that I heard about last 

year.” I opened my mailbox and there was a piece of paper that said, “if you are wondering whether FCA is meeting this year, we 

are meeting….” It is as though the Lord was “speaking” right to me through that event. I went to the meeting and my life began to 

change.   

I am not being exhaustive in the purpose of miracles and providence by any means nor the variety of spiritual experiences, but I 

think by them that the Lord is pointing us to grow in the interior life to the point at which we live every moment united in love 

with the Holy Trinity. The greatest miracle to lead us there happens at every Mass and his Divine presence is concentrated in every 

tabernacle containing the Sacred Host of His presence. Do you believe in miracles?  

God bless you and have a great week! Fr. Peter Richards  



 

Calendar of Upcoming Events  
 

Monday  August 10, 2020  
10:00am Eucharistic Adoration  (Fireside Room)  
6:30pm Bible Study (Presentation Room) 
Tuesday  August 11, 2020  
10:00am Eucharistic Adoration  (Fireside Room) 
1:30pm Bible Study (Presentation Room) 
6:00pm Reconciliation (Church Library) 
6:30pm Mass (Mass Intention:  Fred and Margaret 
 Hafner) 
Wed.  August 12, 2020  
9:00am Mass  (Mass Intention:  Frank Drey)   
Thurs.  August 13, 2020  
9:00am Mass  (Mass Intention: Deceased members of 
 OLL)   
10:00am Eucharistic Adoration  (Fireside Room)  
Friday  August 14, 2020  
9:00am Mass (Mass Intention:  Countries of War) 
Saturday  August 15, 2020  
4:00pm Reconciliation (Church Library)  
5:00pm Mass  (Church) (*Online Signup Required)  
                   (Mass Intention:  Parish) 
Sunday  August 16, 2020  
8:30am  Mass (Church) (*Online Signup Required)  
 (Mass Intention:  Edward Hejna)   
10:30am Drive-In Mass  (Canceled if lightning 
 is imminent)  

Please support our advertisers. Because of them, the printing of the bulletin is possible. This week we feature:               

 

Need Help with Paying your Rent? 
WeCAN emergency rental assistance is 
available to qualifying households.  Please 
contact WeCAN at 952-472-0742 or for 
details. 
 

WeCAN Ready to Learn Program 
Our church will host a collection box for WeCAN’s Ready to 
Learn Program.  New school supplies will be collected 
through August 10.  The collection box is located in the  
Gathering Space of the PACE Center.  A full list of items 
needed are located on the WeCaAN website at 
www.wecanmn.org. Thank you for helping children in the 
community be ready to learn for the school year! 

NEW BIBLE STUDY!! “The Bible and the Church Fathers”  Discover Church history and the early Fathers who  
shaped the teachings of our Church, and how important the Sacraments were to the early Christians and why they 

were willing to give their lives for their faith.  Due to the virus restrictions, masks and social distancing will be  
required.  Also, due to the space requirements, please contact me to let me know if you plan to come, and if you have 

any questions.  Classes will be on Monday nights at 6:30pm or Tuesday afternoons at 1:30pm beginning on  
Aug. 10/11.  There will be a video of about 25-30 minutes, followed by discussion (including handouts!).  

Call: 952-472-8204 or email: clabore@ourladyofthelake.com   

RCIA  It’s time to start thinking about the Fall 
schedule and preparing to come into full       

communion with the Catholic Church. RCIA   
classes will start in September for anyone who 
hasn’t been Baptized, Confirmed, or received 

their First Communion. It’s a great opportunity 
to learn more about the Catholic faith, especially 

the graces that come from receiving  
the sacraments. There is no cost or obligation to  
complete the program. If you are interested or 

have any questions, please contact Carla at 
clabore@ourladyofthelake.com or  

(952) 472-8204. 

Parish Phone Number  (952) 472-1284 
 

School Phone Number  (952) 472-8228  

 

Our Lady of the Lake School  We are looking      
forward to having students BACK in the BUILDING 

this Fall! If you are interested in learning more 
about our personalized learning grounded in faith, 

leadership, and service, contact Kassie Ricke at 
(952) 472-8250 or kricke@schoololl.com for more 

information. Limited space available!  

Fr. Peter Richards Installation Mass 

Please join us for Mass on Saturday, August 22nd, at 
5:00pm, when Archbishop Bernard Hebda will install 

Fr. Peter Richards at Our Lady of the Lake Church.  
Please register online at www.ourladyofthelake.com 

or contact the Church Office for assistance. 

Church Restroom Renovations 

Thank you for your patience as the church        
restrooms are being updated.  This project is part 

of the capital campaign repairs and we are        
anxious for the upgrade. 

KOTTEMANN ORTHODONTICS 

The #1 provider of Invisalign in Minnesota! 

We offer full orthodontic services  

for children & adults. 

Locations in: Orono, Plymouth & Watertown 

763-420-6834 

www.KottemannOrtho.com                                      

 

                              MINUTEMAN PRESS® 

                                       MINNETONKA - MOUND 
 

                                            952-472-4590 
 

                                     orders_mmpress@msn.com 
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What are your Favorite Memories of 
the Incredible Festival? 

Bean Bag 

Beer Tent 

Bingo 

Burgers 

Carnival 

Coffee 

Donuts 

Egg Rolls 

Food 

Fun Run 

Games 

Ice Cream 

Laughter 

Live Music 

Money Tree 

Nachos 

Pretzels 

Pub Grub 

Tater Tots 

All Things Incredible 
Can you or your Business help the Incredible Festival Raffle be a HUGE success?  Due to the  
cancellation of the on-site Festival activities, we will not be having the Stellar Sellers Club this year.  We are,  
however, looking for Individuals and Businesses to sponsor the Raffle.  Sponsors help cover the costs of the Raffle 
allowing more funds to go to the Parish.  To be a Sponsor, the donation is $500 and the Sponsor will receive 100 
raffle tickets.  The Sponsor’s name or business will be listed in the bulletins prior to and after the drawing, which 
will be held virtually on September 27th at noon.  You can remain anonymous if you would like also!   If you are 
able, please help us support the parish and its ministries!    Thank You!        
  

Email or Contact Raffle Ticket Chairs:  Terry and Cheryl Mahoney 
952-472-6057 or Terry.Mahoney@mchsi.com 

Incredible Festival Virtual Silent Auction 
The Incredible Festival Silent Auction needs  

your help!  Our silent auction will be online this year, and 
we still need your generosity with  

donations.  Due to COVID-19, we will NOT accept used 
items this year.  Please drop your items off at the parish 

office as soon as possible.  The last date to donate will be 
Thursday, September 10th.  Check the  

bulletin or website for office hours and  
contact information.  If you have questions regarding   

appropriate donations, or if you have any   
suggestions, please contact the auction chairs  

at 763-656-3535 or oll.mn.silentauction@gmail.com.   
Thank you for your contributions! 

Have You Picked Up Your Raffle Tickets? 
  

Raffle tickets will be available to be picked up 
before all Masses the weekends of August 8 & 9 

and August 15 & 16.  Please see the Raffle At-
tendant for details!  Tickets are also available to 

be picked up at the Church Office  
Monday—Thursday from 8:30—Noon.   

O H G R D O N U T S V R G B 
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